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MEDIA RELEASE
 
The Douglas Mawson Makes Historic Maiden Call to Hobart, 
Australia’s Gateway to Antarctica

AE Expeditions selects Hobart as the starting point for its newest purpose-built ship


Hobart, Australia — 1 December 2025 – AE Expeditions today celebrated a significant milestone with the arrival of its newest vessel, the Douglas Mawson, in Hobart ahead of its inaugural circumnavigation of Tasmania and the start of the 2025–2026 Antarctic season.

As Australia’s gateway to Antarctica, Hobart has long played a central role in polar exploration, science and discovery. AE Expeditions’ decision to bring the ship to Hobart first reflects the company’s deep respect for Tasmania’s enduring Antarctic heritage.

“Bringing the Douglas Mawson to Hobart first was a deliberate and meaningful choice,” said Michael Heath, CEO of Aurora Expeditions. “Tasmania has been at the heart of Australia’s Antarctic story for generations. This moment celebrates that legacy while ushering in an exciting new chapter for our company and for Australian polar exploration.”

A formal welcome ceremony was held at the Port of Hobart today, acknowledging the city’s historic and ongoing leadership in Antarctic research and maritime innovation.
Honouring a Legacy of Antarctic Discovery
Named after one of Australia’s most revered explorers and scientists, the Douglas Mawson pays tribute to Sir Douglas Mawson’s pioneering Antarctic expeditions and his spirit of discovery.
That legacy lives on in Hobart through the work of the Mawson’s Huts Foundation, which preserves the original expedition huts at Cape Denison, East Antarctica, established during the Australasian Antarctic Expedition of 1911–14. The Foundation’s Replica Museum, located on Hobart’s waterfront, continues to inspire visitors and educate new generations about Australia’s deep Antarctic connection.
“Hobart is the heart of Australia’s Antarctic story,” added Mr Heath. “To bring the Douglas Mawson here is to honour our nation’s past while charting a bold new course for the future of sustainable adventure travel.”
A New Chapter in Australian Exploration
The Douglas Mawson is Aurora Expeditions’ third purpose-built small ship, joining the Greg Mortimer and Sylvia Earle in the fleet. Designed for discovery, the ship features the revolutionary X-BOW® hull design for smoother, more efficient voyages, alongside fuel-efficient diesel-electric propulsion and waste-heat recovery systems which reflect AE Expeditions’ Certified B Corporation™ commitment to environmental responsibility.
Guests onboard enjoy panoramic lounges, expansive observation decks, and a dedicated Citizen Science Centre, where travellers can take part in live research projects and environmental monitoring.
The Douglas Mawson will depart Hobart on Tuesday for her inaugural voyage, a 10-night circumnavigation of Tasmania led by environmental scientist and adventurer Tim Jarvis AM, before continuing south to Antarctica and the Sub-Antarctic Islands.
For more information, visit aexpeditions.co.uk
~ENDS~

About AE Expeditions  
AE Expeditions is an award-winning Australian-owned adventure travel company that has pioneered experiential travel for 35 years. A Certified B Corporation™️, a commitment to the protection and preservation of our planet is at the heart of each experience.
 
Founded on the guiding principles of adventure and endless exploration, our carefully curated small-ship voyages offer immersive activities, more time off ship and thoughtful enrichment programs in some of the planet’s most remote and incredible places. 

AE Expedition’s three purpose-built small ships, Greg Mortimer, Sylvia Earle and Douglas Mawson are designed for global discovery. 
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